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Welcome Mills students to Chemistry and the Earth Systems.  This year, we will dive into our 

study of Chemistry and what it can tell us about the Earth through observation, experimentation, 

collaboration, and critical thinking.  

 

EXPECTATIONS - High expectations for both the teacher and students! 

You can expect the following from me: What I expect of you: 

- To be fair and consistent 

- To do my best to make chemistry 

accessible and engaging for you 

- To have an open line of communication 

- To come to class on time and prepared 

- To engage and participate and try 

- To be respectful of yourself, others, and 

school property 

- To adhere to safety rules in the laboratory  

 

SEQUENCE 

All topics covered are aligned with the current Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) for 

Physical Science.  We will be learning chemistry in the following sequence.  

Semester 1 Semester 2 

Unit 1: Heat, Energy, and Earth Systems 

Unit 2: From Stars to the Atom 

Unit 3: Particles and Their Interactions  

Unit 4: Chemistry of Earth Systems 

 

MATERIALS 

By Monday August 20th
 you must have the following materials: 

1. Pencil, 2 pens, and a highlighter (one black or blue pen and one red pen)  

2. Scientific calculator capable of doing scientific notation with an “EE” or “EXP” function 

3. A binder or a shared binder with another class with 3 tabbed sections for chemistry (Current, 

Reference, Archive) 

4. college ruled binder paper 

 

Textbook:  We use the textbook throughout the year, but you will rarely have to bring your textbook 

to class.  Keep your text at your favorite study place.  

 

Computer:  I use CANVAS to post grades and communicate with students and parents.  I also use 

bit.ly/chemistryagenda to communicate daily class notes and assignments.   Whether you miss class 

or not, the bit.ly is meant to be a resource for students and family to check for assignment deadlines 

and schedule updates.  Please also email me at lliu@smuhsd.org if you would like to discuss anything. 

 

Electronics and Lab Apparatus:  Use of Electronics is a privilege. Please care for school 

materials and let me know if something needs to be fixed.  

 

GRADING 

● 80% Assessments (40% quizzes, 40% mid- and final- semester tests)  

● 20% Activities and Practice (A&P)  

 

  

mailto:lliu@smuhsd.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10dRXDcrSRy0xVEVp6z4_rXFSu-cFV1D4T1V1ksZaE0Y/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:lliu@smuhsd.org


Revise and Redeem: One Retakes/make-ups will be available for each quiz and will replace the 

original grade.   Quiz correction and demonstration of proficiency is required PRIOR to all retake 

opportunities.  Please note that retake/make-up opportunities will ONLY take place on my schedule, 

not at the student’s discretion.  There are no retakes on the Unit tests -- the Mid- and Final- Semester 

Unit tests may only be made up under special circumstances (i.e. hospitalization, etc.).  Please notify 

me ASAP if you will miss one of these unit tests. 

 

Late work:  Once an answer key for an assignment has been provided to students, the most credit 

that can be earned on it is 60%.  Late work will be accepted until two weeks before the end of each 

semester to provide me time to grade it and assess your work for the semester.  

 

Absences: Excused or unexcused absences will be recorded in Aeries.  Students should use the bit.ly 

to get caught up and make up work for absences during and outside of class hours.  

 

Tutoring opportunities and Flextime: Though our classroom is room 221, my FLEX and 

primary room is 251.  I encourage all students who need help from me directly to attend flextime 

with me or one of the other chemistry teachers (Mr V and Mr Paul).  Additionally, the AP Chemistry 

students provide group tutoring on Wednesday mornings before 2nd period.  And, there is also 

general after-school tutoring in the library on most days (start date to be determined).  

  

Academic Dishonesty: Students caught copying from other students, plagiarizing the ideas or 

work of others, sharing their work to be copied, or submitting work that is not of their own creation 

will not receive credit   Students, under no circumstances, should have pictures of 

worksheets, answer keys, or tests on their phones – if pictures are found, this situation 

will be taken very seriously.  

 

Homework Policy: Refer to Board Policy 

 

I have HIGH EXPECTATIONS for all of you and am looking forward to an excellent year!  

 

Lara Liu 
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