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January 27, 2022
San Mateo City Council
San Mateo Sustainability & Infrastructure Committee
Dear Mayor Bonilla and Members of the City Council and Sustainability & Infrastructure Committees,
The Sustainability Committee of the San Mateo Unified High School District (SMUHSD) recommends that the City of San Mateo
approve and implement the North Central Bike Lane Project that is up for vote in the coming weeks. Tasked by the SMUHSD Board of
Trustees and led by District Superintendent Kevin Skelly, the Committee facilitates and leads projects that improve the sustainability
of SMUHSD's operations and its surrounding communities. The Committee includes students, parents, teachers, and administrators
from San Mateo, Hillsdale, Aragon, and other schools in the District.
As you are aware, the District, City, County, and County Board of Education have made Safe Routes to School a major priority in the
past few years. There are a variety of health, safety, education, and financial reasons to convince more students to bike (and walk) to
school instead of coming via car. Benefits of bike lanes and more kids biking to schools include:
- Healthier kids - Kids who bike to school are healthier (16% of kids in CA are obese)
- Smarter kids - Kids who bike to school concentrate better in class
- Reduced greenhouse gas emissions - Traveling by car generates 17x as many GHG emissions vs. biking
- Less air pollution around schools and adjacent neighborhoods - Traveling by bike greatly reduces toxic air pollution associated
with car travel
- Safer for cyclists - Bike lanes reduce fatalities
- Safer for pedestrians - Fewer kids will cycle on the sidewalk if they have a safe option on the street.
- Lower costs for communities - Bike lanes save communities money through lower health care costs and reduced road
maintenance
- Low cost transportation - Cycling presents a low cost option for transportation for low income students. The annual cost of
operating a motor vehicle is roughly $11,000 and the average price of a new car is $46,000.
- Financial benefit to community - Bike lanes help local businesses and increase neighborhood property values
The North Central Bike Lane Project should increase the number of students biking to school, especially at San Mateo High School
(1,700+ students), which is bordered by both E. Poplar Ave. and N. Humboldt St. Studies have shown that bike ridership increases
with the installation of bike infrastructure. This is certainly preferable to the currently unsafe design of Humboldt and Poplar.
According to City staff, the neighborhood has had an excessively high cyclist crash rate in the past few years.
Thank you for your help in keeping our kids safe and improving the sustainability of our community.
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Sincerely, San Mateo Union High School District Sustainability Committee

