
School Facility Improvement Planning for 2020 
San Mateo Union High School District

The San Mateo Union High School District provides a high-quality education 
to high school students in Foster City, San Mateo, Burlingame, Hillsborough, 
Millbrae and San Bruno. Our students graduate prepared to excel in college 
and compete in today’s competitive job market.

For almost 20 years SMUHSD has implemented a methodical program to 
renovate aging school facilities and construct new ones to protect the safety 
of our students and provide the best possible learning environment. Although 
some of our schools have been updated or replaced, other aging classrooms, 
labs and school facilities require repairs, updates and improvements.

Student Safety and Basic Repairs

Maintaining student safety is our top priority, and we are committed to ensuring that each of our schools have updated security 
features. Our schools need improved security cameras and communication systems for emergencies. In addition, hazardous 
materials, like encapsulated asbestos, need to be removed, and fire alarms need to be upgraded to meet current safety standards.

Modern Classrooms to Support Distinctive Educational Experiences 

Technology evolves rapidly. In some of our schools, academic technology and infrastructure have not been updated in 25 years. 
Classrooms, labs, and electrical systems need to be improved to meet today’s academic standards.

Identified School Facility Needs

Most of the improvements completed at our local high schools to date have been funded by school facility improvement bond 
measures generously approved by our local voters. The District refinanced outstanding bonds to take advantage of historically 
low interest rates saving taxpayers millions of dollars. The District also participated in the no interest bond program offered by 
the Federal Government. SMUHSD applied for and received matching grants totaling over $13 million from the State that 
would have otherwise funded improvements in other school districts. The District has worked hard to maximize the quality of 
facilities available to our students while minimizing the cost to local taxpayers.

At this point, however, remaining available funds for facility improvements are insufficient to fund identified priority projects. 
The State does not provide ongoing money for repairs, maintenance projects or new construction.

Local Bond Measure on March 2020 Ballot

To update local high schools, the San Mateo Union High School District Board of Trustees recently voted to place a local bond 
measure on the March 2020 ballot. The measure would generate $385 million in locally-controlled funding to update and 
modernize our high schools and cost $15.55 per $100,000 of assessed, not market, value per year, as long as bonds are 
outstanding. The measure would help to:

 Enhance safety by making improvements to security cameras throughout the District

 Provide educational facilities and state-of-the-art technology to prepare students better for post-secondary success

  Repair deteriorating walls containing encapsulated asbestos and update fire/security systems to meet state safety standards

 Provide updated classrooms and facilities for science, technology, engineering and math instruction

 Address aging and inefficient electrical, mechanical and plumbing systems
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